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Watch for E was derived from E, and for a long stretch of its history the two were not held apart at all:
before 1942 E was usually considered a modification of E rather than a separate letter. The only
thing separating them on the page is the mark above, and that mark is optional. After the 1942
decree, typographic practice reverted to using E selectively, to show the pronunciation of rare
words and to separate words that would otherwise be homographs, and by 1952 it had been
declared optional outright. Treat a bare e in a word that takes é as that word; a missing mark is
not evidence of a different word.

Trace

Copy

e

Capital

&

Free to copy and hand out - FamilyLore Sheet 7 of 33



